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Activity	1

1 		On	the	board	write	the	following	words:
	 	 murdered
	 	 secret
	 	 modern	furniture
	 	 unhappy
	 	 horror-stories
	 	 foolish

2 		Ask	the	students	to	work	with	a	partner	and	guess	
why	these	words	might	be	important.

3 	Then,	tell	them	you’ll	play	the	recording	and	they	
should	listen	out	for	the	words	and	why	they	are	
significant. Tell them you will play the recording twice.

4 	Play	the	recording	twice.

5  In	pairs,	ask	students	to	discuss	the	words	and	
their significance. 

6 	Play	the	recording	again.

7 	Hand	out	copies	of	the	script	for	Chapter	Eleven	for	
students	to	check	their	answers.	

Extension	activity:	Vocabulary

Hand	out	Worksheet	1	and	ask	your	students	to	match	
the words 1–6 with the correct definition a–f.

Answers:	1f;		2	d;	3	b;		4	c;		5	e;	6	a.

Activity	2

1   On	the	board	write	the	following	words:
						 stormy
	 	 bad
	 	 old
	 	 dark
	 	 modern
	 	 horror

2 	Tell	the	students	that	each	of	these	words	describes	
something	(a	noun).	They	should	listen	to	the	recording	
and	write	down	what	each	word	describes.

3 		Play	the	recording	once.

4 		Put	students	in	pairs	and	ask	them	to	compare	
their	answers.

5 	Monitor	and	play	the	recording	again	if	necessary.

Note: For	weaker	students	you	might	also	want	to	write	
the	nouns	on	the	board	so	that	students	just	have	to	
match.	Make	sure	you	jumble	the	nouns	up.

Answers:	stormy	night
	 	 	 		bad	husband
	 	 	 		old	door
	 	 	 		dark	room
	 	 	 		modern	furniture
	 	 	 		horror	stories	(story)

Extension	activity:	Noughts	and	crosses

Play	noughts	and	crosses	with	the	vocabulary	from	
this	chapter.	On	the	board	draw	a	noughts	and	crosses	
grid.	In	each	square	write	a	word,	e.g.	stormy,	modern,	
horror.

Author: Adrian	Tennant

Level:	Beginner	–	pre-intermediate

Age:	Teenagers	/	adults

Time needed:	30	minutes	approx

Preparation:	Activity	1	–	one	copy	of	the	script	
for	each	student.	
Extension	activity	–	Worksheet	1
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Divide	your	class	into	two	teams	–	noughts	(0)	and	
crosses	(X).

One	team	starts	by	choosing	a	word	and	making	a	
sentence	containing	the	word.	If	their	sentence	is	
correct,	they	put	their	symbol	in	the	square	where	that	
word	was	written.

Then	the	next	team	have	their	turn.	The	team	that	can	
make	a	straight	line	of	three	symbols,	wins.

Worksheet 1

1.	 murder
2.	 secret
3.	 modern	furniture
4.	 unhappy
5.	 horror-stories
6.	 foolish

a)	 feeling	embarrassed	because	of	something	silly	you	have	done
b)	 new	chairs,	tables	etc.
c)	 sad
d)	 some	information	that	only	a	few	people	know
e)	 tales	that	are	frightening
f)	 to	kill	someone

#
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Transcript

Henry	Tilney	talked	to	Catherine	at	breakfast.
			‘It	was	a	stormy	night,’	he	said.	Then	he	smiled.
			‘Did	you	sleep,	Miss	Morland?	Were	
you	frightened?’
			‘Oh,	no,’	Catherine	replied	quickly.
			‘I	have	to	go	to	Woodston	today,’	Henry	said.	‘But	
my	sister	will	be	here	with	you.’

General	Tilney	always	walked	in	the	gardens	after	breakfast.	
‘Please	walk	with	me,’	he	said	to	Catherine	and	Eleanor.
			Some	parts	of	Northanger	Abbey	were	very	old.	Other	parts	
were	modern.
			‘I	love	old	houses,’	Catherine	said.	‘And	the	trees	and	hills	are	so	
beautiful	here!’
			The	General	was	happy.	He	took	Catherine	and	Eleanor	into	all	
the gardens. He showed them the fruit and the flowers. Eleanor, 
Catherine	and	the	General	were	in	the	gardens	for	two	hours.
			At	last,	they	started	to	walk	back	to	the	house.	There	was	a	path	
through	some	tall	trees.	Eleanor	started	to	walk	towards	the	path	
and	Catherine	followed	her.
			‘I	will	not	walk	that	way,	Eleanor,’	General	Tilney	said.	‘The	path	
is	too	wet.’	He	turned	and	walked	away.
			The	two	young	women	walked	along	the	path.	‘My	mother	often	
walked	here,’	Eleanor	said.
			‘But	the	General	does	not	like	this	path,’	Catherine	said	to	
herself.	‘Why	not?’
			‘Eleanor,	is	there	a	picture	of	your	mother	in	the	Abbey?’	
asked	Catherine.
			‘Yes,	I	have	a	picture	in	my	room,’	Eleanor	replied.	‘My	father	
does	not	like	it.’
			Catherine	said	nothing.	She	was	thinking.	The	General	did	not	
want	to	see	his	wife’s	picture!	Had	he	loved	her?	Or	had	he	been	a	
bad	husband?
			In	the	afternoon,	the	General,	Eleanor	and	Catherine	walked	
through	the	rooms	of	the	Abbey.	They	walked	through	room	after	
room.	They	looked	at	all	the	rooms	downstairs.	General	Tilney	
talked	about	the	furniture,	the	books	and	the	paintings.

Northanger Abbey
by Jane Austen

Chapter Eleven: ‘My Dear Miss Morland!’
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			Then	the	General,	Catherine	and	Eleanor	went	
upstairs	and	they	walked	through	some	more	rooms.
Eleanor	walked	towards	an	old	door.
			‘Miss	Morland	has	seen	everything!’	the	General	
said	quickly.	‘Come	downstairs,	both	of	you!’
			‘That	was	my	mother’s	room,’	Eleanor	said	quietly.
			‘When	did	your	mother	die?’	Catherine	asked.	‘Were	you	
with	her?’
			‘She	died	nine	years	ago,’	Eleanor	replied.	‘She	died	very	
suddenly.	I	was	not	here.	My	father	was	with	her.’
			Catherine	thought	about	Mrs	Tilney.	Had	the	General	murdered	
his	wife?	Was	she	alive?	Was	she	locked	in	a	small,	dark	room?	
These	things	happened	in	horror-stories	about	old	abbeys!
			‘I	must	see	Mrs	Tilney’s	room,’	Catherine	said	to	herself.	‘That	is	
the	secret	of	Northanger	Abbey!’

On	Monday	afternoon,	Catherine	went	upstairs	to	her	bedroom.	
Very	quickly,	she	ran	along	to	Mrs	Tilney’s	room.	She	opened	the	
door	and	she	went	into	the	room.	She	was	surprised.	The	door	
was	old	but	the	room	was	modern.	The	room	was	not	part	of	the	
old	building.	It	was	full	of	modern	furniture.	Catherine	went	out	of	
the	room	and	closed	the	door.
			At	that	moment,	she	heard	a	noise.	Somebody	was	coming	up	
the	stairs.	It	was	Henry	Tilney.
			‘What	are	you	doing	here?’	Catherine	asked.
			‘I	have	come	from	Woodston,’	Henry	replied.	‘Have	you	been	
looking	at	my	mother’s	room?	Has	Eleanor	been	talking	
about	her?’
			‘Yes,’	said	Catherine.	She	spoke	quickly.	‘Your	mother	died	very	
suddenly.	She	was	alone	with	your	father.	Your	father	did	not	love	
her.	Was	your	mother	—?’
			‘My	dear	Miss	Morland,’	Henry	said.	‘What	are	you	saying?	I	
was	here.	The	doctor	was	here.	My	father	was	very	unhappy.	He	
loved	my	mother	very	much.	Miss	Morland,	you	have	read	too	
many	horror-stories!’
			Catherine	ran	back	to	her	room	and	cried.
			‘I	have	been	very	foolish,’	she	said	to	herself.	‘I	love	Henry.	But	
he	will	never	love	me	now.	I	will	never	read	a	horror-story	again.’
			But	Henry	was	very	kind	to	Catherine	that	evening.	Soon,	she	
was	happy	again.	
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