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Truly loving collocations 
As your vocabulary builds, you’ll see that now, you aren’t learning words one at a time: you are learning combinations 
of words. Collocations are a type of combination. Collocations are the words most commonly used with the word you 
are learning e.g. people are deeply interested but never hugely interested. One way to start truly loving collocations is 
by doing the activities below.

Activity 1

Write down all the adverbs you think are frequently used before the adjective interested. Check your answers 
in the Macmillan online dictionary or by looking at the screenshot above.

    

Activity 2

Read the questions and circle the correct words. Check your answers in the Macmillan online dictionary.

a.	 Which three of these six adverbs are frequently used with the verb love?

dearly           strongly           passionately           truly           effectively           highly

b.	 Which three of these six adjectives are frequently used with the noun memory?

colourful          untidy          painful          fond          bright          vivid

c.	 Which three of these six nouns are frequently used with the verb negotiate?

contract          result          price          direction          deal          plan

interested
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Activity 3

List three words that you think typically occur with each of these words (a–f). Check your answers in the 
dictionary by looking at the Collocation box under each entry. Make sure you look at the correct entry 
e.g. kiss is both a verb and a noun.

a.	 verbs 

	    payment

b.	 nouns 

	 popular   

c.	 adjectives 

	    kiss

d.	 nouns 

	 gain   

e.	 verbs 

	    leg

f.	 adjectives 

	    possession


