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1 Which animals do you think can survive in the Sahara desert?
Make a list. Then read the text and see if you guessed correctly.

2 Read the text again and match the sentences with the
animals in the box.

1 They have feathers to protect them from the hot sun. 

2 They are cold-blooded.

3 They hide under rocks and in the sand during the day.

4 They do not need to drink. 

3 Which animals live in your country? How have they adapted to their environment? 

gazelles birds reptiles small mammals

birds

OccupationsI DD Y KO U N WO ?

Animal life in the Sahara desert
Look at this picture of camels in the Sahara. It is almost impossible to imagine that life can exist
there. But many mammals, reptiles, and over 300 species of birds survive.
Mammals
There are many species of mammals in the Sahara desert.
Mammals must keep the same body temperature at all times. If they get too hot, they breathe
very fast but they lose a lot of water when they do this. This is a problem in the desert, so
mammals try to stay cool. Small mammals hide under the sand or under rocks during the day to
avoid the hot sun. 
Most desert mammals only eat grass and plants, but this gives them all the liquid they need. In
fact, gazelles do not need to drink at all.
Birds
Birds, of course, have a great advantage. They can fly long distances to find food and water. Their
feathers protect them from the heat of the sun. Most desert birds live on insects, but some also
eat seeds and small mammals.
Reptiles
Reptiles survive very well in the desert. In fact, there are nearly 100 species of reptiles in the
Sahara. Reptiles have very thick skin and lose water from their bodies very slowly. This is a big
advantage in the desert. They are also cold-blooded, so their body temperature goes up and down
with the temperature outside. However, reptiles do not like to be too hot, so they move from one
shaded area to another. The largest reptile in the Sahara is the desert monitor lizard which can be
1.6m long.

Charles Dickens 
Charles Dickens is one
of the most famous
English authors of the
19th century. He was
born in Portsmouth on
February 7th 1812, and
he published his first
book at the age of 26.
Sometimes his books are

funny and sometimes they are shocking. They give
us a very detailed vision of 19th century English
life.

Charles Dickens’s own life is similar to the lives of
some of his fictional characters. When he was 11
years old, his father was sent to prison because he
owed a large amount of money. Charles’s mother,
sister and brother stayed with his father in prison.
Then Charles started work in a factory. He was
very poor, lonely and unhappy, and the working
conditions at the factory were very bad. He later
described some of these terrible experiences in his
novels David Copperfield, Little Dorrit and Great
Expectations.

When he was 15, Charles got an administrative job
in a legal firm. There he learnt shorthand, and this
skill helped him to become a journalist. By the time
he was 21, he was sending articles to magazines. At
the age of 24, he began to publish a weekly serial of
funny stories, called The Pickwick Papers. His first
novel, Oliver Twist, was published in 1838. Like
most of his books, it was published in monthly
chapters. Each episode was very cheap, so even
people with very little money could buy them. As a
result, Dickens became extremely popular.

Dickens worked very hard. In addition to writing
seventeen novels, he published an autobiography,
he edited weekly magazines, he wrote travel books
and he helped to organize some charitable
institutions. He also loved the theatre and wrote
plays. He even performed in a play for Queen
Victoria in 1851. He and his wife, Kate Hogarth,
had ten children.
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1 Read the text about a famous English author. 2 Choose the correct answer for these
questions.

1 Why could poor people buy
Charles Dickens’s books?

a They came in cheap monthly episodes.

b They were very popular.

c Dickens was very popular.

2 Why did Charles Dickens work in a factory?

a He wanted to stay with his family.

b He was in prison.

c He was very poor.

3 Which skill helped him to become a
journalist?

a He had a knowledge of writing articles.

b He had a knowledge of the legal profession.

c He had a knowledge of shorthand.

3 Who is your favourite author? What do you
know about his or her life?


