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Teflon diet, garlic milk and zebra cows triumph at 2025 Ig Nobel prizes

Level 3: Advanced

Article summary: This article examines
some of the unusual scientific research that
was carried out by the winners of the 2025 Ig
Nobel awards.

Time: 60 minutes

Skills: Reading, Speaking, Writing

Language focus: Phrasal verbs

Materials needed: One copy of the
worksheet per student

( )

1. Warmer

a. This activity aims to get students thinking about
unusual or surprising scientific research and what
the possible benefits are to science of research into

5. faltered

6. inebriated
7. left-field
8. crop

9. posthumously
10. laureates
11. elucidating
12. narcissistic
13. bona fide
14. sate

15. fastidious
16. envisaged
17. colliding
18. plied with
19. slurred
20. lucrative

Ask students to work individually or in pairs to
complete the sentences using words from the
previous activity in the correct form.

quirky topics. You can extend the activity by asking Key:
students to name well-known scientists from around 1. narcissistic
the world and what discoveries they became 2. slurred
famous for. 3. sate
4. plied with
2. Key words 5. faltered
6. left-field
a. Ask students to work individually to match the words 7. crop
in bold from the article to the correct definitions. 8. clumping
Remind them to look at the different forms of any 9. Bragging
verbs (e.g. simple past, present continuous, etc.) 10. posthumously
in the definitions, as these will give them clues as 11. prestigious
to the form of the verb they need to look for in the 12. inebriated
article. For an extra challenge, ask students for any 13. laureates
synonyms (or antonyms) that they know for any of 14. elucidating
the words in bold. Allow a few minutes for students 15. collided
to check answers in pairs or groups before checking 16. landed
answers with the whole class. 17. fastidious
18. bona fide
Key: 19. lucrative
1. bragging 20. envisaged
2. landed
3. prestigious
4. clumping
P
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3. Comprehension check b. Ask students to work individually or in pairs to
complete the sentences with the phrases from
a. Students can work individually or in pairs to do this the previous activity in the correct form. To extend
activity. Encourage them to highlight the section the activity, ask students to work in pairs to write
of the article where they found the answers to the example sentences of their own using
questions. You may want to ask students to answer the phrases.
the questions using their own words where possible.
Key:
Key: 1. confused with
1. The Ig Nobel prizes celebrate research that first 2. improved with
makes people laugh and then makes them think, 3. binged on
while regular Nobel prizes are more prestigious. 4. doled out
2. Aquarter (25 per cent) of our food by volume. 5. transformed into
3. zero calorie drinks / The concept of zero 6. Dbattled to
calorie drinks.
4. People felt more confident. / It increased 5. Discussion
confidence while still making the words
understandable. a. Students discuss the questions in pairs or groups.
5. The bats’ echolocation was affected, in the same Ask them to justify their opinions, referring to their
way as speech becomes slurred in humans own experiences whenever possible.
/ Both experience impaired communication
abilities. 6. In your own words
6. It burnt the trainers. / The trainers were burnt /
damaged. a. The aim of this task is to get students to do some
7. To reduce fly bites. He couldn’t believe it and research of their own to identify interesting or
thought he was dreaming. unusual awards. Give them some time to work
8. 35 years. His whole family was involved in together in pairs to search online for different
the research. awards. Remind them that they can use photos,

video clips or quotes in their presentations.
4. Key language
b. Give students time to prepare their presentations
a. Students work individually to find the expressions in before they share them with the class. Students can
the article and match them to the correct definitions. then decide which award they like best.
You may want to do this as a timed activity to
practice students’ ability to find key words in a text
quickly (scanning).

Key:

1. b

2. d

3 f

4. a

5 e

6. ¢
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