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1  Warmer 

a. Test your knowledge about pickleball. Choose all the statements that are
True.

1. A pickleball has 26–40 holes in it.

2. In pickleball, when you’ve lost, you’ve “pickled”.

3. Paddles can be made from wood, plastic, or carbon fibre.

4. “The kitchen” is an area behind the net on both court sides.

5. Wheelchair users can play pickleball.

  Key words

a. Fill the gaps in the sentences using these key words from the text.

accessibility anecdotal cede commercial dedicated diplomacy
hodgepodge obstacle pitch retirement unveil utilise

1. A  is a mixture of different things.

2. If something is , it is based on things someone saw or 

experienced personally.

3. An  is something that prevents progress or makes it more difficult.

4. If something is , it is designed for a particular purpose.

5. To  means to show something new for the first time.

6.  means the ability to deal with people without upsetting them.

7. To  means to allow someone else to have something, especially 

when you are forced to do so.

8. A  is a speech or act that tries to persuade someone to 

do something.

9.  means related to buying and selling things.

10. To  means to make use of something.
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11.  is the time in someone’s life after they have stopped working 

because they have reached a certain age.

12.  means the quality of being able to be done by everyone, including 

those who have a disability.

b. Complete the sentences with words from the previous activity. You might have to change the
form of the word.

1. They don’t have evidence to support their idea – it’s purely .

2. I call this my “everything soup”. It’s a  of all the vegetables that I 

have left in my fridge.

3. My parents are very excited about their . They are planning on 

moving to the coast.

4. The government is investing millions of dollars to improve  for 

wheelchair users in public facilities.

5. This channel is  to environmental and science news. 

6. The company is going to  their new green office building 

next month.

7. Mexico  a large area of land to the US in 1848.

8. Sexism is still one of the  that female athletes face today.

for the investors.9. The team has been working hard on the

10. That looks like a private jet, not a  one.

11. I’m afraid you can’t just tell them what you think. This situation requires a great deal of tact and

.

12. Only hotel guests are allowed to  the gym and spa facilities.
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“Don’t be put off by the silly name,” says Pam 
Fleming to a loud chorus of pop-pop-pop as  
paddles strike a plastic ball back and forth. “This 
game could really be the next big thing here.”

The game is pickleball. It was created in 
the US in 1965 and its name was a play on 
“pickleboat” – where left over rowers who 
did not make the official teams would row 
together – to represent the game’s hodgepodge 
of ping pong, tennis and badminton.

It has been making its way onto tennis courts 
across Australia, with anecdotal claims it is now 
the fastest-growing sport in the country.

There are an estimated 20,000 pickleball 
players in Australia, with “picklers” at an 
average age of about 58. But Ron Shell, the 
chief executive of Australia’s National Pickleball 
League, believes in three years that will grow 
to at least 1 million and in 10 years it will be an 
Olympic sport.

Yet there is an obstacle: the need for dedicated 
pickleball courts, which are about a third the 
size of a tennis court, with a lower net.

Fleming, who is 52 and based in Sydney, came 
to pickleball in 2019 after her tennis partner 
said: “I’ve found a new sport for us.” She says 
the usual solution is to tape down lines and 
string nets across existing tennis, netball or 
basketball courts. However, the sharing means 
limiting how often players can play.

That is starting to change. In September 
2023, the first-ever dedicated pickleball courts 
in Sydney were unveiled on what used to 
be a multi-purpose tennis, basketball and 
netball court.

Some diplomacy is needed for pickleball to 
become a sport with its own courts. It is a 
lesson that has been learned from the US, 
where players are forecast to reach 22 million 
this year, but there is an ongoing battle.

Pickleball in the US is opposed on two fronts: 
tennis players unwilling to cede their courts and 
residents who complain about the noise. So, 
are the complaining residents of Australia about 
to find themselves a new enemy? Shell says 
they are doing their best to avoid it.
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Shell thinks the noise is unlikely to be an issue 
because Australia’s sport centres do not tend 
to be in residential areas like in the US. Also, 
new types of less noisy rackets are starting to 
come out.

Shell says they are in discussion with Tennis 
Australia with a pitch to “work together”.

Shell adds that in the US, 40% of tennis courts 
have been converted to pickleball courts over 
the past four years because it just makes more 
commercial sense, and more people actually 
play pickleball day to day.

A spokesperson for Tennis Australia says it 
supports the integration of pickleball at existing 
tennis facilities but only where those courts are 
being under-utilised.

Investors also realised that there is money to 
be made. In November, an indoor pickleball 
centre will open in South Melbourne. Sydney 
may have a centre next year and, soon after, 
Brisbane and Perth.

Shell hopes this will make pickleball hip among 
the young and realise its potential as a cross-
generational sport.

Pickleball has long been seen as a “retirement 
village” sport, Shell says. Its initial popularity 
among older generations is due to its social 
aspect and accessibility: it’s a workout, yet it’s 
easier on the body compared to tennis.

“When I first started, I was just playing with my 
parents,” says Sydneysider Mitch Hargreaves, 
25, who won this year’s men’s singles at the 
World Pickleball Championships in Bali.

“It’s very social, so you can just hang out with 
family members, with friends. It’s really starting 
to grab the attention of a lot of younger people 
now, and it’s only going to grow.”
© Guardian News and Media 2023 
First published in The Guardian, 07/10/2023
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Jordyn Beazley
07 October, 2023
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3  Comprehension check

a. Read the article and answer the questions.

1. What is pickleball?

2. What is a pickleboat?

3. Where is pickleball supposedly the fastest-growing sport?

4. What problem is pickleball's biggest obstacle?

5. How are courts usually converted?

6. What are the two most significant issues for pickleball in the US?

7. What has Tennis Australia agreed to?

8. Why is pickleball so popular with older people?

9. Who did Hargreaves start playing pickleball with?

  Key language

a. Complete the phrases from the article with the correct prepositions.

1. compared  tennis, pickleball … 

2. the(a) need  dedicated courts

3. be  discussion  Tennis Australia

4. be converted  pickleball courts

5. the integration  pickleball  existing facilities

6. its potential  a cross-generational sport

7. its popularity  older generations
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b. Complete the questions with phrases from task A. Then, take turns asking and answering the 
questions with a partner.

1.  other sports, do you think pickleball is more suitable for all ages?

2. Do you think there is a  more opportunities for younger and older 

people to practise sports together?

3. Do you think pickleball has  a multi-generational sport where you live?

4. What sports have a large  older people where you live?

  Discussion

a. Discuss these statements.

• “Pickleball is just a recent fashion. It won’t become popular everywhere.”

• “Pickleball is exactly what my neighbourhood needs.”

• “Sports benefit society by helping individuals improve their wellbeing.”  

• “Sport isn’t for everyone. You can live a perfectly good life without playing any sports.”

  In your own words

a. Prepare a short speech to convince your local government to invest in sports facilities. 

1. What kind of sports facilities do you want to build, expand, or remodel? Where? Why?

2. What are the physical, emotional, and social benefits of your chosen sport?

3. Who would benefit most? 

4. What other uses could the facilities have? E.g., for summer camps, festivals, community 

classes, etc. 




