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Overview: Suggestions for using the Macmillan Dictionary BuzzWord article on Bitcoin and the
associated worksheet.

Total time for worksheet activities: 45 minutes
Suggested level: Upper intermediate and above )
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If you intend to use the worksheet in class, go
to the BuzzWord article at the web address
given at the beginning of the worksheet and
print off a copy of the article. Make a copy of
the worksheet and the BuzzWord article for
each student. You might find it helpful not to
print a copy of the Key for each student but to
check the answers as a class.
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If the members of your class all have
computer access, ask them to open the
worksheet before they go to the BuzzWord
article link. Make sure they do not scroll down
to the Key until they have completed each
exercise.
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Encourage students to read through the
questions in Exercise 1 before they look

at the BuzzWord article. Ask them to read
through the whole article carefully and
answer the questions. Tell them to compare
their answers with a partner. Then check the
answers as a class.
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Ask students to complete Exercise 2
independently. They should identify the option
that has a different meaning to the others.
Encourage them to look up any of the
alternatives they don’t understandina
dictionary. Check the answers as a class.
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Exercise 3 focuses on some higher-level
nouns used in the Background section of the
article. Ask students to complete the exercise
in pairs, without the aid of a dictionary, and
remind them to look for any clues in the
Background text. If they already know any of

the words, suggest that they complete these
answers first, which may help them to work
out the others by a process of elimination.
Give help where necessary and check the
answers as a class.

Revisit the definition of the noun prefix in
Exercise 3. Highlight the contrast between
very common prefixes in English such as
un- (‘not’) and re- (‘again’) — you could ask
students to suggest example words — and
those with more lexical content such as the
example crypt(o)- in the Background section
of the article. Explain that in Exercise 4
they’ll be looking at the meaning of some
other prefixes ending in ‘0’ in English and
some examples of their use. The crypto-
prefix is given in an example question.
Complete the first part of the exercise as a
class activity. Then ask students to complete
the second part individually (i.e. write a
definition and give an example for prefixes
eco- and geo-). Less confident students
could be allowed to look these prefixes up in
adictionary.
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Tip: As an extension activity, students
could do their own research on English
prefixes using the Internet or other
resources. Ask them to find six other
interesting prefixes and provide a
definition for each and at least one
example word in which they feature.
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Reuvisit the definition of the word compound
in Exercise 3. Explain that noun compounds
can either be ‘closed’ (i.e. have no space
between the words that form them, like the
new compound Bitcoin — such examples
are sometimes also described as ‘solid’
compounds) or ‘open’ (i.e. written as a
series of words, e.g. car park, peanut
butter). Exercise 5 highlights eight closed
compounds which are common in everyday
English. Ask students to complete the
exercise in pairs, then check the answers as
a class.
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If you wanted to develop the discussion
further, you could point out that all the
compounds featured in Exercise 5 are
‘compositional’, i.e. their meaning is
predictable from the words that they

are made of. However, there are many
compounds whose meanings are not directly
related to the meanings of the words they
feature (e.g. heavy metal, which is a type of
rock music). Get students to think of further
examples of compositional and / or
non-compositional compounds in English.
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1 Find the word 4 Common prefixes
1. online / on the internet 2. anglo-
2. ltis not regulated by a central bank. 3. auto-
3. 25 4. aero-
4. BTC 5. micro-
5. an account in which electronic cash can be stored 6. mono-
6. advantages: can be used anywhere in the world, 7. psycho-
can avoid high bank fees 8. astro-
disadvantages: possible to steal from digital
wallets, anonymous and so often used in illegal eco- = ‘relating to the environment,
transactions e.g.: ecological, eco-friendly
geo- = ‘relating to the earth’,
2 Find the odd one out ©.9:: geography, geological
1. generally 5 Compound nouns
2. commercial
3. circulated 1. handbag
4. released 2. waistcoat
5. added 3. dishcloth
6. wages 4. pancakes
5. notebook
. 6. birthday
3 Define the noun 7. keyboard
8. bookshops
1. f
2. ¢
3. e
4. d
5 b
6. a
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