Advancing Teaching
Attitudes

Responsible Decision Making

It is important to help students explore how they feel about these issues and to be aware of how others feel.
When planning for this, we can ask:
Name:
Date:
• How can I help them to explore their own attitudes to the subject?
• How can I expose them to the attitudes of others?
1 Read and circle.
• How can I encourage them to display more empathy? (especially if they do not have personal experience of
an issue)
proud

Happy

frustrated

excited
A simple but effective activity is to
get students to role play a scenario, freeze-frame
sad the action and then
discuss with students how individuals at that moment in the scene might feel. Make sure students understand
that not all situations can be relatable, as we might lack experiences to fully empathise. You can achieve this
by modelling
the right attitude by saying ‘This seems lonely
difficult but I have never been in such a situation, I’m not
scared
guilty
sure how I’d feel’.
jealous
embarrassed

• When we challenge misinformation and stereotyped views about other people, cultures and countries, we
help to counter ignorance, intolerance, prejudice and discrimination. Ultimately this leads students to
disappointed
recognise their responsibilities towards
rejected each other in an interdependent world.
Action

angry

insecure

hopeful

It is important to help students explore how they feel about these issues and to be aware of how others feel.
2 Readfor
and
complete.
When planning
this,
we can ask:
1. I feel this way because:
2. The way I feel is affecting my behavior at:

3

school

home

Fill in the chart. What are the pros and cons of my behavior?

Conclusion

PROS

CONS

With any new initiative or programme, the challenge is always translating theory into classroom practice.
We hope that the practical tips, steps and reflective questions given here will support you to develop and
deliver stimulating and forward-thinking materials and activities that will engage your students in realworld issues and equip them with the knowledge, skills and attitude that they will need to face a
challenging world as active global citizens.
Remember, GCE is not about imposing anything on teachers or students. As the teacher, you select
what is right for your context. Explore our new section on GCE for more ideas!

Further
reading
4 Read
and answer: What can I do to improve my behavior and feel better?
Bowkett, Stephen, 100+ Ideas for Teaching Thinking Skills, 2nd Edition (Continuum International Publishing
Group, 2007)
Cottrell, Stella, Critical Thinking Skills (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)
Matthews, Ruth and Jo Lally, The Thinking Teacher’s Toolkit (Continuum International Publishing Group, 2010)
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Trilling, Bernie and Charles Fadel, 21st Century Skills: Learning for life in our times (Jossey-Bass, 2009),
Chapter 3

