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Before Reading

1. Look at the pictures and discuss the following questions:

a. What characters in books, films, or television have a good and bad side?

b. How do the good and bad sides look different?

c. How do the good and bad sides act differently?

While Reading

2. Work individually. Read the letter and answer the following questions:
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Dear Mum,

I want to confess that I drank a potion that changes me into someone else when I hear the words, “Clean 
your room”. It changes me into someone horrible. I care about people. I am generous and friendly, and try to 
help others. I am confident, charming and easy-going. I like to read and play games, but I am hard-working 
at school. The potion turned me into someone else—Ed. Ed is lazy and careless with school assignments. He 
never does any work. He is rude to people and tells cruel jokes. He’s mean and frightening—he really likes to 
fight. He broke that expensive games console you gave me for my birthday. He’s not me. I promise!

I am so sorry for everything he did, and I promise to pay you for everything he broke … and ate! I will try to be 
as good as I can be before I change into him again. I don’t want to be a bad person.

Henry

a. Who wrote the letter?

 Mum

 Ed

 Henry

b. Who was the letter for?

 Mum

 Ed

 Henry
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c. Who is Ed?

 Henry’s good side

 Henry’s naughty friend

 Henry’s evil side

d. What are Henry's qualities?

 

e. How does Ed act?

 

f. Does Henry like being Ed? How do you know?

 

g. What other bad things do you think Ed did?

 

3.  Work in pairs. Find adjectives from Henry's letter. Categorize the adjectives into positive or 
negative. Add phrases from Henry's letter that show positive or negative actions.

Positive Adjectives and Actions Negative Adjectives and Actions
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After Reading

4.  Write adjectives and actions that describe your positive and negative qualities. Use the list of 
words and phrases from Activity 3 and other words you know.

Positive

Me

Negative

5.  Work individually. Imagine that you drank a potion like Henry did to separate your negative 
qualities from your positive. Write a letter about the differences between your good side and 
your bad side. Use Henry’s letter as a model. Write the letter from the point of view of your good 
side or your bad side. Post your letter on an online board.

6. Read letters from other classmates and respond to one.
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