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Urbanization Wordlist
Word

       Definition



     Contextual sentence
      Translation

	accommodation
	a place for someone to stay, live, or work in. noun [uncount] 


	The hotel provides accommodation for up to 100 people.
	

	adjacent
	next to or near something else. adjective


	
	

	administration
	the activities involved in managing a business, organization, or institution. noun [uncount]


	Too much is spent on administration, and not enough on patient care.
	

	administrative
	relating to the management of a company, organization, or institution. adjective


	purely administrative tasks
	

	affordable
	cheap enough for ordinary people to afford. adjective 
	affordable childcare

	

	amenity
	something that makes it comfortable or enjoyable to live or work somewhere. noun [count]
	Amenities include a gym, a pool, and a jacuzzi.

	

	apartment
	American for a set of rooms for living in, usually on one floor of a large building. The usual British word is flat. noun [count]


	the Queen’s private apartment
	

	asylum
	the right to stay in a country, given by a government to protect someone who has escaped from war or political trouble in their own country. noun [uncount]


	
	

	attract
	to make someone interested in something so that they do it or come to see or hear it. verb [transitive]


	They hope to attract more foreign investors.
	

	basic
	basic products and services are ones that everyone needs such as food, medicine, and fuel. adjective


	The state provides only basic health care.
	

	block
	a large building with a lot of different levels. noun [count] 


	There’s a flat available in the block where I live.
	

	boarded up
	with windows or doors covered with wooden boards. adjective
	All the windows were either broken or boarded up.


	

	boom
	a sudden major increase in trade, profits etc in a particular country or region. noun [count/uncount]

	
	

	bulky
	too big to be carried or stored easily. adjective 
	The TV was too bulky to fit into the boot of her car.


	

	case study
	a piece of research that records details of how a situation develops over a period of time. noun [count]


	a case study of a tribal group in Borneo
	

	CBD
	Central Business District


	
	

	chamber of commerce
	an organization of people who own shops and businesses in a particular town or city. Their aim is to improve conditions for business in their area. noun [count]


	
	

	characteristic
	a particular quality or feature that is typical of someone or something. noun [uncount]

	In the future parents may be able to choose their children’s physical characteristics.
	

	city
	a large important town. noun [count] 
	a thriving industrial city on the Tasmanian coast
	

	city centre
	the part of a town or city that contains most of the shops, restaurants, and places of entertainment. noun [count]


	We caught a bus into the city centre.
	

	civil service, the
	a country’s government departments and the people who work in them. noun [singular]


	
	

	combat
	to do something to try to stop something bad from happening or a bad situation from becoming worse. verb [transitive]


	the need for effective action to combat global warming
	

	communal
	owned or used by everyone in a group, especially a group of people who live in the same building. adjective
	a communal kitchen/ garden/stairway


	

	congestion
	a situation in which a place is crowded with people or vehicles, so that it is difficult to move around. noun [uncount]


	The project aims to reduce traffic congestion.
	

	construction
	the process of building something large or complicated, such as a bridge or road. noun [count]
	The company will finance the construction of a new community sports centre.


	

	convert into
	to change from one system, use, or method to another, or to make something do this. verb [transitive]
	They converted the old school into luxury flats.


	

	core
	most important or most basic. adjective 
	We need to focus on our core activities.


	

	corporation
	a large company or business organization. noun [count]
	
	

	council
	the elected officials who govern a local area such as a city or county. noun [count] [can be followed by a singular or plural verb]


	a member of the city council
	

	crime
	an illegal activity or action. noun [count] 
	She was unaware that she had committed a crime.


	

	crowded
	containing a lot of people, especially too many. adjective 


	a crowded street/ train/ restaurant
	

	culture
	a set of ideas, beliefs, and ways of behaving, especially one belonging to a particular society, race, religion. noun [count/uncount]


	societies that share the same language and culture
	

	decay
	the process by which a building or area gradually gets into a worse state because it has not been looked after. noun [uncount]


	urban decay
	

	decline
	a reduction in the amount or quality of something. noun [count/uncount]


	There has been a steady decline in public services over recent years.
	

	demolish
	to deliberately destroy a building. verb [transitive] 
	Disused factories were demolished, and the site redeveloped.
	

	demolition
	the deliberate destruction of a building. noun [count/uncount] 


	The church is due for demolition next year.
	

	densely
	containing a lot of things or people close together. adverb 


	densely populated regions
	

	density
	the amount of something in a place. noun [uncount] 


	the density of vegetation in the area
	

	derelict
	something such as a building or piece of land that is derelict is empty, not used, and in a bad condition. adjective
	a derelict house/ factory/ warehouse


	

	deserted
	a deserted place has no people in it. adjective
	
	

	detached
	a detached house is not joined to another house. adjective 
	a four-bedroomed detached house

	

	deteriorate
	to become worse. verb [intransitive] 
	The weather deteriorated rapidly so the game was abandoned.
	

	developer
	someone who buys land or buildings in order to put new or better buildings there and make money from them. noun [count]

	
	

	development
	the process of putting new buildings on land. noun [uncount] 

	The land was sold for development.
	

	disposal
	the process of getting rid of something. noun [uncount] 

	the disposal of nuclear waste at sea
	

	distribution of wealth
	the way in which the available supply of money is shared among people or spread over an area. noun
	Brazil has a very unequal distribution of income and wealth.

	

	district
	an area of a town or country. noun [count] 
	They live in one of the most exclusive districts of Paris.

	

	dominate
	to be the most important issue, activity, problem etc in a particular situation. verb [intransitive/transitive]

	The earthquakes once again dominated the news.
	

	dual carriageway
	a road with two or more lanes of traffic going in each direction, separated by a piece of land in the middle. noun [count]

	
	

	effluent
	liquid waste such as sewage or waste from a factory. noun

	
	

	electricity
	a form of energy that can produce light, heat, and power for machines, computers, televisions etc. noun [uncount]

	The machines run on electricity.
	

	elegant
	elegant places and things are attractive because they are beautiful in a simple way. adjective
	an elegant room/house/restaurant

	

	endanger
	to put someone or something into a situation where they might be harmed or damaged. verb [transitive]

	The hospital is accused of endangering patients’ lives.
	

	ensure
	to make certain that something happens or is done. verb [intransitive]

	The lifejacket had almost certainly ensured her survival.
	

	entertainment
	performances that people enjoy. noun [uncount] 

	A jazz band provided the entertainment.
	

	environment
	the place in which people live and work, including all the physical conditions that affect them. noun [count]

	He grew up in a harsh urban environment.
	

	estate
	an area where there are many houses, usually built at the same time by the same company. Many estates are owned by local government and have cheap houses for poorer families. noun [count]

	He grew up on a council estate.
	

	extend
	to increase the size of a building or area, especially by adding extra parts onto it. verb [intransitive/transitive]

	We’re going to extend the first floor.
	

	flat
	a set of rooms for living in, usually on one floor of a large building. noun [count]

	The family live in a fourth-floor flat.
	

	fringe
	the outer edge of something. noun [count] 
	industrial developments situated on the northern fringe of the city
	

	galvanize
	to shock or affect someone enough to produce a strong and immediate reaction. verb [transitive]

	The results of the study galvanized residents into action.
	

	garden
	1 an area of land next to a house that belongs to the house, usually with grass and plants growing in it. noun [count] 

2 a large area of grass, flowers, trees etc that is open to the public for their enjoyment. noun [count]


	The house has a large garden with fruit trees. 

They spent the afternoon wandering around Kew Gardens.
	

	Georgian
	in a style typical of the UK and the US in the 18th century. adjective
	a Georgian house


	

	ghetto
	an area in a city or town where people of a particular type live, usually in poor conditions.


	an inner-city ghetto
	

	graffiti
	words or pictures drawn on walls in public places. noun [uncount]


	
	

	high-density
	having a high number of people or things in an area. adjective
	high-density housing


	

	high-rent
	costing a lot of money to rent. adjective 
	high-rent properties


	

	high-rise
	a high-rise building is very tall with many floors or levels. adjective


	
	

	homeless
	without a place to live. adjective
	
	

	household
	the people who live in a house or flat when they are considered as a single unit. noun [count]
	What percentage of the city’s households live in poverty?


	

	housing
	buildings for people to live in. noun 
	Land had to be found for new housing.


	

	inadequate
	not enough, or not good enough for a particular purpose. adjective
	inadequate provision of health care


	

	industrial estate
	an area of land where industrial companies have their buildings. noun [count]
	
	

	inequality
	a situation in which people are not equal because some groups have more opportunities, power, money etc than others. noun [count]


	There are great inequalities in health care across the country.
	

	infrastructural
	having to do with the infrastructure (=the set of systems that affect how well it operates) of a place or organization. adjective


	
	

	inhabitant
	a person or animal that lives in a particular place. noun [count] 


	The city’s first inhabitants arrived in the 16th century.
	

	inner city
	an area near the centre of a large city where a lot of poverty and other social problems exist. noun [count]


	Suburban lifestyles are very different from those in the inner city.
	

	landlord
	a man who owns a house, flat, or room that people can rent. noun [count]


	Their landlord is very nice, because he always repairs damages quickly.
	

	leisure
	activities that you do to relax or enjoy yourself. noun [uncount] 


	My busy schedule leaves little time for leisure.
	

	let
	to rent a room flat, house etc to someone. verb [intransitive/transitive]


	The landlord can let at an agreed market rent.
	

	locality
	a particular area or district. noun [count] 
	Many people had moved to different localities.
	

	locate
	to establish something in a particular place. verb [transitive] 


	The company wants to locate the factory on land near the railway.
	

	location
	the place or position where someone or something is or where something happens. noun [count]


	We have not found a suitable location for the new offices.
	

	long-term
	continuing to exist, be relevant, or have an effect for a long time in the future. adjective


	a good long-term investment
	

	low-density
	having a low number of people or things in an area. adjective
	
	

	luxury
	something expensive that you enjoy but do not really need. noun [count]
	She likes to have a few luxuries like fresh flowers.


	

	maintenance
	work that is done to keep something such as a building, machine, or piece of equipment repaired and in good condition. noun [uncount]


	regular/ routine/ preventive maintenance
	

	makeshift
	made using whatever is available and therefore not very good. adjective


	
	

	manufacturing
	the business of making goods in large quantities in a factory. noun [uncount]


	manufacturing industries
	

	megacity
	a city with a population of more than 10 million people. noun [count]


	
	

	modern
	1 relating to or belonging to the present time. adjective 

2 using new styles that are very different from the styles of the past. adjective
	The programme examines the role of women in modern society. 

The architecture of the hotel is strikingly modern.

	

	modernize
	if something modernizes or you modernize it, it becomes less old-fashioned as result of new methods, equipment, or ideas. verb [intransitive/transitive]


	They will continue to modernize the army.
	

	multi-storey
	having several levels or floors. adjective 
	a multi-storey car park


	

	neglect
	to fail to look after a place, for example a house or garden. verb [transitive]


	The building has been neglected for years.
	

	neighbourhood
	a particular area of a city or town. noun [count] 

	He lives in our neighbourhood.



	

	Norman
	relating to the 11th and 12th centuries in English history, when England was ruled by people from Normandy in northern France. adjective
	a Norman church


	

	obsolete
	no longer used because of being replaced by something newer and more effective. adjective

	Most computer hardware rapidly becomes obsolete.


	

	overcrowded
	containing too many people or things. adjective 
	Conditions in the camp are very overcrowded.

	

	overpopulation
	the state of there being too many people living in a place. noun [uncount]


	
	

	packed
	extremely crowded. adjective 
	The cinema was packed on Friday.


	

	pedestrian
	someone who is walking, especially in a town or city, instead of driving or riding. noun [count]
	The area is open to cyclists and pedestrians.


	

	planner
	someone whose job is to plan the way that towns, cities, and other areas will grow and develop. noun [count]


	He trained as an architect and town planner.
	

	planning
	the control of building and development in towns, cities, and other areas, especially by local government. noun [uncount]


	The planning application was agreed by the district council last week.
	

	poverty
	a situation in which someone does not have enough money to pay for their basic needs. noun [uncount]


	
	

	prefabricated
	a prefabricated building is built in sections that can be moved and put together quickly. adjective


	
	

	preserve
	to take care of a place or building in order to prevent it from being harmed or destroyed. verb [transitive]

	The society works to preserve the district’s historic buildings.


	

	private
	used only by a particular person or group, or available only to them. adjective
	a private bathroom/ party/ plane


	

	prosper
	to grow and do well. verb [intransitive] 
	Under his reign peace and mutual understanding prospered.


	

	prosperity
	the situation of being successful and having a lot of money. noun [uncount]


	a time of national prosperity
	

	provision
	plans or preparation for future need. noun [uncount] 

	There is no provision for expanding classroom space.
	

	purpose-built
	designed to be suitable for one particular purpose. adjective 
	a purpose-built exhibition centre


	

	railway
	the system of travelling by train, and all the companies, people, and equipment relating to it. noun [count]


	We should encourage more people to use the railway.
	

	recreational facilities
	places provided for people to do sports or other leisure activities. noun [plural]


	
	

	redevelopment
	the improvement of an area that is in bad condition by destroying or improving old buildings and building new ones. noun [uncount]


	
	

	refurbish
	to improve a room or a building by cleaning and painting it, adding new furniture or equipment etc. verb [transitive]


	
	

	rehouse
	to provide a new house for someone when their own house is no longer suitable or has been destroyed. verb [transitive]


	
	

	renovate
	to make something old look new again by repairing and improving it, especially a building. verb [transitive]


	They have recently renovated this building.
	

	rented
	used by someone who pays rent to the owner. adjective 
	rented accommodation


	

	residence
	a house or other place where someone lives, especially a large house used by an important person. noun [count]


	The building is partly a museum and partly a private residence.
	

	restoration
	the process of putting something such as a piece of art or a building back into its original condition so that it looks cleaner and better. noun [count/uncount]


	She specializes in the cleaning and restoration of antique paintings.
	

	restriction
	a rule, action, or situation that limits or controls someone or something, often plural. noun [count]


	trade/travel/speed/parking restrictions
	

	rezone
	to officially make a particular area of land available for a purpose that was not originally allowed. verb [transitive]


	
	

	run-down
	in bad condition because no one has spent money on repairs. adjective
	This area of Liverpool is poor and run-down.


	

	sanitation
	conditions and processes relating to people’s health, especially the systems that supply water and deal with human waste. noun [count]


	
	

	satellite town
	a town or city that is close to and depends on a larger city. noun [count]


	
	

	scheme
	a plan that is developed by a government or large organization in order to provide a particular service for people. noun [count]


	The proposed scheme should solve the parking problem.
	

	semi-detached
	a semi-detached house is joined to another house by one wall that they share. adjective
	Sue lives in a semi-detached house.


	

	sewage
	waste substances, especially waste from people’s bodies, removed from houses and other buildings by a system of large underground pipes called sewers. noun [uncount]


	
	

	sewerage
	a system of pipes and passages that carry sewage. noun [uncount]


	
	

	shanty town
	an area where very poor people live in shanties (=a badly built house made from sheets of wood, metal, or other thin material). noun [count]


	
	

	shopping
	the activity of going to a shop to buy things. noun [uncount] 


	I don’t like shopping very much.
	

	skyscraper
	a very tall building containing offices or flats. noun [count] 


	There are lots of skyscrapers in Manhattan.
	

	slum
	1 a poor area of a town where the houses are in very bad condition. noun [count] [often plural] 

1a a house in such an area. noun [count]


	
	

	spending-power
	the amount of money that a person, business etc has available to spend. Noun


	
	

	spread
	to gradually affect or cover a larger area. verb [transitive] 


	Within less than an hour, the fire had spread to the fuel stores.
	

	subculture
	a group of people whose beliefs and ways of behaving make them different from the rest of society. noun [count]


	Pop music is an important part of the youth subculture.
	

	suburb
	an area or town near a large city but away from its centre, where there are many houses, especially for middle-class people. noun [count]


	Wanstead is a suburb of London.
	

	suburban
	in a suburb, or relating to a suburb. adjective 
	suburban shopping centres/schools/housewives

	

	terraced house
	a house in a row of similar houses joined together on both sides. noun [count]


	
	

	townhouse
	an expensive house near the main part of a town or city. noun [count]


	
	

	underground
	a system of public transport consisting of trains that travel in tunnels below a city. noun [count]


	
	

	unemployment
	a situation in which someone or a lot of people do not have work and do not have an income. noun [uncount]


	The community here has been devastated by poverty and unemployment.
	

	urban
	relating to towns and cities. adjective 


	People moved to the urban areas for jobs.
	

	urbanization
	the process by which towns and cities grow bigger and more and more people go to live in them. noun [uncount]


	
	

	urban renewal
	the process of making areas of a city more attractive and rich by creating new buildings and parks, more business activity etc. noun [uncount]


	
	

	urban sprawl
	a very large area of buildings, industries, etc that has spread from a city into the countryside surrounding it, especially in a way that is not attractive. noun [uncount]


	We drove through several miles of urban sprawl.
	

	vandalism
	the act of deliberately damaging or destroying things, especially public property. noun [uncount]


	
	

	well-established
	having existed for a long time, and having been successful or accepted for a long time. adjective


	a well-established company/hotel
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