Northanger Abbey
by Jane Austen

Chapter Fifteen: ‘Will you marry me?’
Level: Beginner – pre-intermediate
Age: Teenagers / adults
Time needed: 30 minutes approx

Activity 1
Ask students to think back to the end of chapter 14
and their predictions for the final part of the story. (If
necessary, play chapter 14 again and ask the students
to predict how they think the story will end).
1

4 Ask students if their predictions were correct
(maybe just parts were correct and other things came
as a surprise).

Activity 2
On the board write the following and ask students
to copy it down into their notebooks:
1

Characters:
Setting – Time:
			 Place:
Actions: –
			 –
			 –
Problem:
Outcome:
Tell students you’ll play the recording twice. The
first time they should just listen, then make notes after
the recording has finished. The second time they can
make notes while they listen.
2

3

Play the recording.

4

Give students time to make notes.

Play the recording again.

7 Ask a few volunteers to come and complete the
chart on the board so that you can check as a class.

Extension activity 1: Storyboarding
Put students in a group and ask them to choose three
or four ‘clips’ or scenes from the story. Ask them to
draw these scenes and make a ‘storyboard’.

Extension activity 2: Writing
Put your students in pairs or small groups and ask
them to write a summary of the whole story. Get pairs
or groups to swap their stories, check the grammar,
spelling and content and then comment on each
other’s summaries. Finally, ask them to write their
summaries out neatly and post them around the
classroom walls.
Note: You might want to give your students a word
limit, e.g. 80 to 100 words.
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Put students in pairs and ask them to discuss their
predictions and what they heard.
3

6

N

Then play the recording of chapter 15
right through.
2

5   Put students in pairs and have them               
check together.
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Northanger Abbey
by Jane Austen

Chapter Fifteen: ‘Will you marry me?’

Catherine sat in General Tilney’s carriage. She cried
and cried.
		 ‘The General was very kind to me last week,’
Catherine thought. ‘Why is he angry with me now?’
		 The journey to Fullerton was very long. Catherine
travelled for eleven hours. At about six o’clock in the
evening, Catherine saw her father’s house.
		 Catherine’s parents were very surprised. But they were very
happy. Then Catherine told them everything.
		 ‘It is very strange,’ Mrs Morland said. ‘Why did you have to leave
Northanger Abbey? I am sorry. But you are home again now,
Catherine. Forget the Tilneys.’
		 Catherine did not want to forget the Tilneys. The next day, she
wrote to Eleanor. And she sent Henry her best wishes.
		 ‘You will not see the Tilneys again,’ Mrs Morland said. ‘And
James is not going to be married. It is very strange!’

T
O
H

N

•P

© Macmillan Publishers Ltd 2007
Podcasts / Northanger Abbey: Chapter Fifteen

O
FR BE C
O DO O
M W P
W N IA
EB LO B
SI A L
TE DE E
D •

Three days passed. Catherine was very unhappy. And then the
Morlands had a visitor – Mr Henry Tilney! Mr and Mrs Morland
were very surprised. But Mrs Morland said, ‘My daughter’s friends
are always very welcome here.’
		 Catherine did not say anything. But she was very, very happy.
Henry was here – here to see her!
		 ‘Will you walk with me in the garden?’ Henry Tilney asked.
‘Yes,’ said Catherine, quietly.
		 Soon Henry and Catherine were alone. Henry’s first words were
of love.
		 ‘I want to ask you a question,’ he said. ‘I love you, Catherine. Will
you marry me? Please give me your answer.’
		 Catherine could not say anything. But Henry knew her answer.
They walked on happily.
		 ‘What will your father say?’ Catherine asked. ‘General Tilney
sent me away from his house. Why?’
		 ‘I went back to the Abbey last Monday,’ Henry said. ‘You were
not there. I spoke to my father. “You must never see Catherine
again,” my father said.’
		 ‘But I have done nothing wrong,’ Catherine said.
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Chapter Fifteen: ‘Will you marry me?’

		 ‘No, you have done nothing wrong,’ said Henry.
‘I will tell you everything.’ He smiled at Catherine.
		 ‘My father likes rich people,’ he said. ‘My father
spoke to John Thorpe in Bath.’
		 ‘John Thorpe?’ Catherine said. ‘What did he tell
your father about me?’
		 ‘John Thorpe said, “Miss Morland’s father is very rich.
And the Allens have money too. They will give it to Miss Morland.”
Those were his words,’ said Henry.
		 ‘But my father is not very rich,’ said Catherine. ‘And the Allens
are not going to give me any money.’
		 ‘I know that,’ said Henry. ‘John Thorpe lied to my father. But
my father heard the truth in London. John Thorpe told him the
truth. My father was very angry and he sent you away from
Northanger Abbey.’
		 ‘The Thorpes were bad friends,’ Catherine said. ‘But what did
you say to your father?’
		 ‘I told him about my love for you. I do not care about money. I
went back to Woodston. And then I came here.’
		 ‘And I am very happy!’ Catherine said. ‘We must tell my parents
everything now.’
Henry spoke to Mr Morland.
		 ‘Sir, I want to marry Catherine,’ he said.
		 Mr and Mrs Morland were happy. They liked Henry Tilney.
		 ‘But will General Tilney agree to the marriage?’ Mr
Morland asked.
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Henry went back to Northanger Abbey. A few days later, a letter
arrived from Eleanor.
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My dear Catherine,
I have some good news. I am going to get married in
the summer. The young man is very handsome and
very rich. My father is very happy.
Henry has spoken to Father about you. Father has
agreed to your marriage too. Let’s be married on the
same day, my dear Catherine! Henry will write to
you soon.
Your dearest friend,
Eleanor Tilney
		 Catherine told her parents immediately. They were as happy as
their daughter.
One day in the summer, Catherine got married to Henry Tilney.
Eleanor and her rich young man got married at the same time. And
General Tilney smiled at everybody.
		 It was a happy day.
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