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Age: Adult

2

Make a copy of the worksheet for each student.

Level: Pre-intermediate

3

Start the lesson by asking students to work in
pairs and discuss the options in the warmer.
Listen to their ideas as a class and ask them to
give reasons for their choice. Ask students about
their own experiences of being lost, and give an
example of your own as an anecdote (either real
or made up). Also, pre-teach/check students’
understanding of the term ‘public transport’ and
what type of transportation this includes.

4

Before playing the audio, tell students that
they are going to listen to a recording about a
female tourist asking for directions in a city she
doesn’t know. Ask them to read the sentences
in exercise 2a and guess the best word in each
case. Ask them to compare their answers in pairs.
Then listen to the recording to check answers.
After listening to the recording once, ask them
to compare their answers in pairs. Check for
problems. If necessary, play the recording again.

5

Before beginning exercise 2b, ask students to
work in pairs and predict what vocabulary items
might go in the gaps. Listen to their ideas as a
class but do not correct them at this stage. Then
play the recording again to check answers.

6

Ask students to find the three correct questions
in exercise 3a and correct the incorrect questions.
Point out that the errors in 1 and 4 are word order
errors because these are examples of indirect
questions (a question within a question).

7

The aim of exercise 3b is simply to quickly revise
some key vocabulary. Ask students to work
individually and then compare their answers in
pairs. Check the answers as a whole class.

Time: 45–60 minutes
Language Focus: key vocabulary associated

with asking for and giving directions
Skills: listening, speaking
Materials: one copy of the worksheet per

student, audio file (on onestopenglish or
downloaded in advance of the lesson)
Aims: to provide students with the language

needed to give and understand directions

What are red words?

Ninety per cent of the time, speakers of English use
just 7,500 words in speech and writing. These words
appear in the Macmillan Dictionary in red, and
are graded with stars. One-star words are frequent,
two-star words are more frequent and three-star
words are the most frequent. ‘Language for’ lessons
are based on red words and encourage students to
improve their English through communicative tasks
using collocation and commonly used phrases.
1

As a lead-in to this lesson, ask students to think
of as many words as they can for buildings in a
city (e.g. railway station). Set a time limit of two
minutes. Then elicit examples from the class and
make a list on the board. To add a competitive
element, students could work in teams with
points awarded for each correct building
mentioned, with extra points for buildings that
other teams don’t have.
Teaching tip: Encourage students to mark the
stress on words they record in their notebook.
Point out that in compound words consisting of
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two nouns (e.g. bus station) the main stress will be
on the first word, i.e. bus station.
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9

Exercise 3c uses words first encountered in the
previous exercises and in the text. Ask students
to work individually to complete the exercise
and then compare their answers in pairs. Check
answers with the whole class.
In exercise 3d, students should use the pictures
to complete the sentences. Ask them to do this
individually and then to compare their answers
with a partner. Check the answers with the whole
class. Note that some variations are possible.

10 Exercise 3e focuses on some common two-word

phrases from the text. This exercise can be done
individually. Check answers with the whole class.
11 Divide students into pairs for exercise 4. Nominate

one student as A and the other as B. A should ask
B for directions and B should give directions to
his/her house. Then ask them to swap roles and
repeat the activity. Demonstrate first with a strong
learner. As this is a speaking/fluency activity,
students should not read/write. However, as an
extension or homework task, students could write
a script for this scenario.
12 Give students a few minutes to think about their

response to the questions in exercise 5 and
time to note down some ideas (pros and cons).
Then ask them to work in small groups and
discuss the questions. Listen to their ideas as
a class. Encourage students to share their own
experiences and relate to your own or nearest
large city.
KEY:
1

students’ own answers

2a 1 stop

2 crossing
3 direction
4 off; opposite
Language for ... directions
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5 crossroads
6 take

2b 1 £15 (fifteen pounds)

2 tram
3 out
4 airport

5
6
7
8

mile
change
45
past

3a 2, 3 and 5 are correct.

1 E
 xcuse me. Can you tell me how I can get to
the railway station?
4 Excuse me. Do you know where the bus stop is?
3b 1 c

2 a
3 d
4 b
3c 1 over

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

along
up
into
off
of
out
past

3d 1 cross the road

2 the bus (number 15)
3 by the zoo
4 the third right turn/turning on the right/road
on the right
5 walk
6 over/across the bridge
3e 1 d

2
3
4
5
6

f
a
e
b
c

4, 5 students’ own answers
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Transcript

directions
How to get to the stadium
Tourist:

Excuse me. Can you tell me the best way to get to the football stadium?

Man:	Ah. It’s a bit complicated from here. I think the best way is probably to take a taxi, but taxis here are
rather expensive. It’ll cost you at least £15 each way.
Tourist:

Hmm. That’s a lot of money. What about public transport? Is there a bus?

Woman:	You could take a bus, but I think it’s easier and quicker to take a tram. The tram stop is very near.
Go out of the station and cross the main road at the pedestrian crossing. The tram stop is on
the other side. Take the number 17 or number 18 tram. Just make sure you’re going in the right
direction. You need to take a tram that is going to the airport. Get off at the tram stop opposite the
big supermarket. On your left, you’ll see a cinema. Walk past the cinema and turn left into Orwell
Street. Walk up Orwell Street for about half a mile until you come to a crossroads. Turn right at the
crossroads, walk down the hill and you’ll see the stadium on your right.
Tourist:

That sounds OK. How long will it take me?

Woman:	It’ll take about half an hour. Oh, and you’ll need the correct change for the tram. The drivers don’t
give change.
Oh, OK. How far is it to walk?

Man:

You could walk to the stadium from here, but it’ll take about 45 minutes.

Tourist:

That’s a long way. I think I’ll take the tram. I have change. Thank you very much!

Language for ... directions
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Worksheet

directions

Warmer
Have you ever got lost? What did/would you do?
You are lost in a strange city. Which is the best solution? Which is the worst solution? Why? Tell the class.
a Use a map app on your mobile phone.
b Ask someone.
c Buy a street map of the city.
d Take a taxi.
e Go to the tourist information office.
f Keep walking until you find your way.

2

Listening
a

Choose the correct word. Then listen to the recording and
check your answers.
1 The tram station / stop is very near.
2 Cross the main road at the pedestrian crossing / cross.
3 Make sure you are going in the right way / direction.
4 Get off / out at the tram stop opposite / across the
big supermarket.
5 Walk up Orwell Street until you come to a cross / crossroads.
6 How long will it take / last me?

b

Listen to the recording again and complete the sentences.
1 The best way is to take a taxi but a taxi will cost at least ________________ each way.
2 She could take a bus but it’s easier and quicker to take a ________________ .
3 She will need to go ________________ of the station.
4 Sarah will need to take a tram that is going to the ________________ .
5 She should walk up Orwell Street for about half a ________________ .
6 She will need the correct ________________ for the tram.
7 She could walk to the stadium, but it will take about ________________ minutes.
8 She will need to walk ________________ the cinema.
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Worksheet

directions
Language in use
a

Three of these questions are correct and two are incorrect. Tick the correct sentences.
Correct the incorrect sentences.
1 Excuse me. Can you tell me how can I get to the railway station?
2 Sorry. How do I get to the railway station?
3 Excuse me. Do you know where the nearest bus stop is?
4 Excuse me. Do you know where is the bus stop?
5 Sorry. Do you know the way to the stadium?

b

c

Match the words in the left-hand column with their opposites in the right-hand column.
1 under		

a down

2 up			

b left

3 bottom		

c over

4 right		

d top

Complete the phrases from the recording using the words in the box
of   into   past   over
off   along   out   up
1 Go ____________ the bridge.
2 Walk ____________ the footpath.
3 Walk ____________ the hill.
4 Turn left ____________ Burgess Street.
5 Get ____________ the bus.
6 At the top ____________ the hill.
7 Go ____________ of the station.
8 Walk ____________ the cinema.

d

Complete the sentences using the pictures to help you.
1 Go out of the station and _______________________.

2 Take _______________________.
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Worksheet

directions

3 Get off at the bus stop _______________________.

4 Take _______________________.

5 _______________________ along the footpath for 1 km.

6 Go _______________________.

e

Match the words in the left-hand column with those in the right-hand column to make two-word
phrases from the recording.

4

1 main		

a centre

2 tram		

b bridge

3 shopping		

c stadium

4 pedestrian		

d road

5 railway		

e crossing

6 football		

f stop

Communicate
Work with a partner.
a

You are going to visit your friend in a city you have never been to before. You are travelling by
train to the main train station but you don’t know how to get to his/her house from there.
Call him/her and ask for directions.

b

A friend is coming to visit. He/she phones you and asks for directions. Tell him/her exactly how
to get from the railway station to your house by public transport and/or on foot but not by taxi!
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Worksheet

directions
Discuss
Discuss these questions:
•

Do you enjoy travelling by public transport? Why/Why not?

•

What is the best way to travel around a large city? Why?

Red Words

of***  off***  into***  past***  over***  along***  out***  up***  go***  bridge***
walk***  hill***  turn***  get***  bus***  top***  station***  cinema**  take***  main***
centre***  shopping**  stadium*  pedestrian*  road***  railway***  crossing*  football***
stop***
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