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Age: Young adult / Adult

4

Teacher’s Notes

the World Cup
Ask students to read the text first, before
completing exercise 1b. Point out that they can
find the opposites to the four sporting words in
the text. Then ask them to work individually and
complete the exercise. Ask them to compare their
answers in pairs and then check the answers with
the whole class.

Level: Intermediate
Length: 45–60 minutes
Language Focus: key vocabulary associated

with football and the World Cup tournament
Skills: speaking, reading
Materials: one copy of the worksheet per student
Aims: to provide students with the language needed

Teaching tip: Noticing opposites can be a

for talking about football and the World Cup

good way of learning and recalling vocabulary.
Encourage learners to write down opposites in
pairs in their notebooks together with the word

Ninety per cent of the time, speakers of English use

class of each word.

just 7,500 words in speech and writing. These words
appear in the Macmillan Dictionary in red and are

5

Ask students to read through the eight sentences
in exercise 2a first. Then ask them to read the text
again and find the correct words to complete the
sentences. Ask them to compare their answers in
pairs. Then ask them to tell you the answers.

6

Ask students to work in pairs to complete exercise
2b. Check their answers as a class.

7

Ask students to work individually to complete the
sentences in exercise 3a. Check the answers as a
class. Make sure they have used any vocabulary
from the text correctly.

8

Exercise 3b focuses on some common two-word
phrases from the text. This exercise can be done
individually. Check answers with the whole class.

9

Working in either pairs, small groups or
individually, tell students to choose a World Cup
team and compile a short presentation about it to
share with the class. If all your students support
the same team, it might be a good idea to assign
countries to the students, to give some variety to
the presentations. Students can use either their
own knowledge or research using the internet,

graded with stars. One-star words are frequent,
two-star words are more frequent and three-star
words are the most frequent. ‘Language for’ lessons
are based on red words and encourage students to
improve their English through communicative tasks
using collocation and commonly used phrases.

1

To introduce the topic, ask students to think of all
the words they know that can be used before or
after the word football, e.g. football match. Give
them a few minutes to work in pairs and make
a list. Then elicit examples from the class and
write them on the board, e.g. play football, watch
football, like/hate football, international football,
football team, football player, football stadium,
football shirt, football boots, etc.

2

Give a copy of the worksheet to each student.

3

Ask students to work in pairs or small groups to
choose the correct answers to the four questions
in the warmer (exercise 1a). Check the answers
with the whole class.
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if available. Encourage students to focus on key
facts and interesting pieces of information and
use vocabulary learnt from today’s lesson.

3b 1 e

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

KEY:
1a 1 b

2
3
4
5

c
c (Spain has won once)
b
France

Teacher’s Notes

the World Cup

4

h
a
c
g
d
f
b

students’ own answers

1b 1 lose

2 defeat
3 favourite
4 boring

2a 1 thirty-two

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

mini-leagues / groups
14
Moscow
favourites
contenders
outsiders
fans / supporters

2b 1 c

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

h
g
f
a
d
b
e

3a students’ own answers
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1

Worksheet

the World Cup
Warmer

a.

What do you know about the World Cup?
1. When was the first World Cup tournament held?
a 1920

b 1930

c 1940

2. The World Cup has only been held once in Africa. In which country?
a Egypt

b Morocco

c South Africa

3. Brazil have won the World Cup five times, but which of these countries has NOT won it four times?
a Germany

b Italy

c Spain

4. Where will the 2022 World Cup finals be held?
a Mexico

b Qatar

c Turkey

5. Who won the 2018 World Cup?
a England
b.

b Croatia

c France

Read the text. Then write the opposites of the words given.
1. win (v)
2. win (n)
3. outsider
4. exciting
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Worksheet

the World Cup
Text

THE WORLD CUP

Do you like football? If you do, then the World Cup – a tournament which takes place every four years
– is probably a major event for you. The format of the competition is always the same: 32 teams compete
(although this will change to 48 in 2026), beginning in eight groups of four teams playing in a ‘mini-league’.
The top two teams in each of these groups then progress to play in eight ‘knock-out’ games. The winners of
these games go on to compete in the four quarter-final games and the winners play in the semi-finals. The
final two teams compete in the World Cup Final. The two teams that lose the semi-finals will play in the
‘Third Place’ match.
In 2018, the venue for the World Cup was Russia. The games were played in a total of 12 stadiums, from
Yekaterinburg in the east to Kaliningrad in the west, St Petersburg in the north to Sochi on the Black Sea coast
in the south. The distance between the easternmost city and the westernmost is over 1500 miles. That’s the
same distance as from Moscow to London! The first match was between the host nation, Russia, and Saudi
Arabia, a country which has qualified for the World Cup finals tournament no fewer than five times, although
the last time was back in 2006. Fans always hope for an exciting game – penalty shoot-outs have people on the
edge of their seats, while a 0–0 draw is boring! This match didn't disappoint; Russia won, 5–0.
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Worksheet

the World Cup
Which countries took part in 2018? Apart from Russia, 13 other European nations qualified for the finals,
including past winners Germany, Spain, France and England. Five South American teams were in Russia,
among them Brazil, the team that has won the World Cup the most times, and previous winners Uruguay
and Argentina. Five Asian teams were also there, along with five from Africa and three from North America,
Central America and the Caribbean group of nations.
So who did people think would lift the trophy at the end of the 2018 final at the Luzhniki stadium in
Moscow? Brazil were the clear favourites to win the World Cup this time, although they suffered a heavy
defeat in the semi-final in their own tournament in 2014 in Brazil, when Germany won 7–1. Other leading
contenders included Germany, Spain, France and Argentina. The outsiders were Panama and Saudi Arabia,
whose chances of winning were extremely remote. In the end, France were the winners, for only the second
time; the last time they lifted the World Cup trophy was in 1998.
Fans from around the world made the trip to Russia. Around 800,000 tickets were sold to Russian fans but
the rest went to supporters from other countries. Although their team failed to qualify for the finals, fans from
the USA were the largest group. Over 80,000 applied for tickets. Around 65,000 Brazilian fans travelled to
Russia and the largest European group was from Germany. Those who didn’t make it to Russia watched the
event on TV. The World Cup was watched by 3.2 billion people (almost half the world’s population) in 2014!
Finally, what World Cup records are there? Miroslav Klose, the German striker, holds the record for the
most goals scored in World Cup finals with 16. Hakan Sükür scored the fastest goal when he scored for Turkey
against South Korea in 2002, when he scored after just 11 seconds. Did you know that a hat-trick has only
been scored once before in the final? Whatever happens and whatever team you support, the World Cup is
always exciting, and … may the best team always win!
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Worksheet

the World Cup
Read the text and fill in the missing information.
1.

teams competed in the World Cup finals this year.
.

2. They played in eight
3.

European nations qualified to play in the finals.
.

4. The final was held in the Luzhniki stadium in
to win the 2018 World Cup.

5. Brazil were the

6. Argentina, France, Spain and Germany were the other leading
to win the World Cup.
to win 2018’s tournament.

7. Saudi Arabia and Panama were
8. Russian
b.

bought around 800,000 tickets for the finals.

Match the words from the text (1–8) with definitions (a–h).
1. a hat-trick
2. to qualify
3. a striker
4. a venue
5. to lift the trophy
6. remote
7. an outsider
8. a draw
a. to win the cup
b. a team which seems to have no chance of winning a competition
c. three goals scored by the same player in one game
d. extremely unlikely to happen
e. a game that ends with both teams having the same score
f. a place where a cultural or sporting activity takes place
g. a footballer whose main job in the team is scoring goals
h. to reach a particular stage of a competition by competing successfully in an earlier stage
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Worksheet

the World Cup
Language in use

a.

Choose a true answer for question 1 and complete the remaining sentences so that they are true
for you.
1. My country’s team will/won’t win the next World Cup.
2. If my team doesn’t win the World Cup, I will be supporting

.

because

.

3. I like the team from
4. I think

will win the next World Cup.
.

5. My favourite player is
b.

Match the words in the left-hand column with those in the right-hand column to make two-word
phrases from the text.
a. winners

2. clear

b. contenders

3. previous

c. defeat

4. heavy

d. game

5. apply

e. finals

6. knock-out

f. nation

7. host

g. for

8. leading

h. favourites
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Worksheet

the World Cup
Communicate

Choose a team that played in the last World cup. This can be the team from your country or another country.
Using your own knowledge or research from the internet, give a short presentation to the class about this team.
Think about:
•
•
•
•

The players
The history of the team (have they won the World Cup before?)
The number of fans travelling to watch them
Anything else that is interesting!

Red Words

clear***

previous***

heavy***

apply***

host**

leading***

winner***

defeat**

game***

final***

nation***

favourite**

qualify***

striker*

venue**

lift***

trophy**

remote**

outsider**

draw***
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