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Solutions for English Teaching

What's wrong?
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Teacher’s Notes

What's wrong?

Interaction
Pair work

Aim
To write affirmative and negative sentences with
there is / there are + a, an, some, any.

Time
10-15 minutes

Skills

Speaking
Writing

Grammar and functions
There is / there are + a, an, some, any

Vocabulary
The alphabet
Months

The zodiac

Parts of the body
Furniture

Preparation
Photocopy the worksheet, one for each student.

1 There aren’t any eyes on the man’s face. / The
eyes are missing. 2 There are five legs on one of
the chairs. 3 There is a toilet in the kitchen. 4
There is a snowman on the beach. 5 There are
three Pisces in the picture / on the zodiac wheel.
6 There aren’t any ears on the rabbit’s head. / The
ears are mnissing. 7 There isn’t an E and there isn’t
a K./ The letters E and K are missing. 8 There
isn't a last name. / The last name is missing. 9
There isn't a keyboard. / The keyboard is missing.
10 There aren’t any windows. / The windows are
missing. 11 There is a refrigerator in the bedroom.
12 There are two Januarys on the calendar.
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Procedure

1 Prepare students for the activity by drawing an
envelope on the board. Write the name of the
person and the city, country and zip code, but
deliberately omit the address, e.g. Julia
Richardson, Sealtle, Washington, 98117,
US.A.

2 Ask students to tell you what’s wrong with the
envelope. Ask questions like: Is there a name
on it? Is there a city?

3 Give each student a copy of the worksheet and
ask them to form pairs.

4 Explain the activity. In pairs, they study the
pictures and decide what’s wrong with each
one. They then write sentences about each
picture. Sentences should start with There is /
There are / There isn’t / There aren’t.

5 Set a time limit of about ten minutes and ask
students to start the activity.

6 When the time is up, check students’ answers
by asking different pairs for their answers.
Does everyone in the class agree? Elicit all
possible responses.

Option

Ask students to do the activity in groups of four.
The first group to come up with all the correct
answers in the shortest amount of time wins.

Additional ideas

Ask each pair to think of one idea which is similar
to the worksheet. One by one they should draw
their pictures on the board while the other pairs
try to guess what's wrong. The student who is
drawing on the board can elicit correct answers
from the rest of the class.
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