A T IME T TR AV L
E
by Luke and James Vyner

Teacher’s notes

USA: Man on the moon
Level: Pre-intermediate / Intermediate
Age: Teenagers / Young adults
Duration: Approx. 60 minutes
Aims: In this lesson the students will:
1.

learn about the first USA moon landing;

2.

practise extensive and intensive listening and a range of listening sub-skills, including
listening for specific information and listening for gist;

3.

learn a range of language related to space – astronaut, lunar module, mission control,
orbit, flight path, spacecraft, space suit, moonwalk;

4.

read and discuss a range of famous American quotes.

Materials: one copy of the worksheet per student; Track 1 (introduction); Track 2 (full audio) – all
downloaded from onestopenglish
Summary: Join time-travelling teenager Amber Adams on an exciting adventure as she goes
back in time to meet Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin inside the lunar module as they prepare to
land on the moon.

2. After listening to the introduction, discuss the
following questions with the whole class:
•
•

Who is Amber Adams?
What does she go back in time to discover?

Reading task
1. Before you hand out the worksheets, write
Moon landing on the board and find out what
your students know about it. There’s a good
chance they’ll know about Neil Armstrong
landing on the moon.
2. Hand out the worksheets and direct students
to the short excerpt about space heroes taken
from USA – A Macmillan Cultural Reader by
Coleen Degnan-Veness with Chantal Veness.
Ask your students to read the excerpt and
answer the questions below it with a partner.
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Vocabulary task
Aims: to focus on some of the more complex
language related to space from the audio; to
enable students to enjoy the listening passage
with more ease
1. Ask students to match the words in the box to
the correct image.
2. As an optional pronunciation task, you may
wish to bring the main stress patterns of the
words or phrases to your students’ attention. Ask
them to underline the main emphasis and then
model and repeat.
Key: 1. astronaut / spacesuit; 2. moon walk;
3. flight path; 4. lunar module; 5. mission control;
6. orbit; 7. spacecraft; 8. spacesuit / astronaut

Listening task
Aim: to practise listening sub-skills, including
listening for gist
1. Direct students to the questions on their
worksheets and ask them to read them through
before listening.
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1. Play Track 1 (introduction). At this stage,
don’t worry about pre-teaching vocabulary;
encourage your students to simply listen for
enjoyment. Stress that they don’t need to write
anything down.
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Aim: to introduce students to the character of
Amber, the secret watch and the context of
the episode

Discussion
Direct students to the questions for discussion. Ask
students to discuss the questions in pairs.
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Teacher’s notes

USA: Man on the moon
2. Ask them to listen to the passage and answer
the questions. Play Track 2.
Key: 1. She says she is a teenager; 2. She helps
Neil Armstrong to choose what he says as he
walks onto the moon.

Memory task
Aim: to allow students to fully consolidate what
they have heard
1. Put students into small groups to discuss
whether the statements are true or false. Ask
them to correct those they think are false.
Key: 1. F. She jokes that she’s not an alien; 2. T; 3.
F. They are flying towards a pile of rocks; 4. F. The
robot warns them that they are running out of
fuel; 5. T; 6. F. She’s read about it on the internet;
7. F. He tells Neil to put his spacesuit on; 8. T; 9. F.
He says one small step for man, one giant leap
for mankind.

Abraham Lincoln
Elvis Presley
John F Kennedy
Leonardo DiCaprio
Madonna
Marilyn Monroe
Muhammad Ali
Steve Jobs
2. Ask each group to prepare a five-minute
presentation on their chosen famous American.
Note: It may be better to choose a person to
give to each group depending on the size of
your class.

Speaking task – famous American quotes
Aims: to engage students with famous American
quotes; to practise spoken fluency
1. Direct your students to the task and ask them
to discuss what they already know about each
person in pairs.
2. Give each pair six minutes before conducting
a plenary feedback. Then ask students to match
each quote to the correct person.
3. When all of the quotes have been correctly
identified, ask students to discuss with a partner
which their favourite / least favourite quote is
and why.
Key: 1. Abraham Lincoln; 2. Leonardo DiCaprio;
3. John F. Kennedy; 4. Steve Jobs; 5. Marilyn
Monroe; 6. Madonna; 7. Muhammad Ali;
8. Elvis Presley

Extension activity
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1. For class time or homework, put students into
small groups to research any of the following
famous Americans from the reading and
speaking task:
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Famous Americans – Mini research teams
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Worksheet 1

USA: Man on the moon
Reading task
What do you know about space heroes? Read the article and answer the questions below.

Space heroes
Many people say that the USA is a country where
anything can happen. And, when Alan Shepard
became the first American to go into space in 1961,
the impossible was beginning to seem possible. After
Shepard, other Americans went into space, and, on
July 21, 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first person
to walk on the moon. In 1983, Sally Ride became the
first American woman to go into space, and Guion
Bluford was the first African American. All of the men
and women in the space program are American heroes.
Adapted from USA (a Macmillan Cultural Reader)
by Coleen Degnan-Veness with Chantal Veness
© Macmillan Publishers Ltd 2013

1. What do many people say about America?
2. When did Alan Shepard first go into space?
3. When did Neil Armstrong become the first person to walk on the moon?
4. What happened in 1983?
5. Who was the first African American in space?

Discussion
1. Who do you think is the most important space hero from the text above and why?
2. Does your country have a space program?
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3. Why do you think America felt their space program was so important?
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Worksheet 2

USA: Man on the moon
Vocabulary task

lunar module

mission control

astronaut

flight path

spacecraft

spacesuit

moonwalk

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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During Amber’s adventure you hear the following language related to space. Match the
vocabulary in the box below to the correct image.

A T IME T TR AV L
E
by Luke and James Vyner

Worksheet 3

USA: Man on the moon
Listening task
You are now going to listen to Amber as she goes to meet Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.
Listen and answer the questions below.
1. How does Amber introduce herself?
2. What does she help Neil with before he walks out and steps onto the moon for the first time?

Memory task
Look at the sentences below and decide whether you think they are true or false. Correct the
sentences you think are false.
1. When Amber appears in the lunar module, she jokes that she’s not a ghost. _____
2. Neil decides not to tell Houston about Amber. _____
3. They find themselves flying towards another spacecraft. _____
4. The female robot warns them to slow down. _____
5. Neil is struggling to control the lunar module because the thrusters aren’t working
properly. _____
6. Amber says she can fix the problem because she’s read about it in a book. _____
7. When they land, Buzz tells Neil to put on his boots before he steps onto the moon. _____
8. Before Neil walks out onto the moon Amber helps Neil with his famous first line. _____
9. Neil steps out and says one giant step for man, one small leap for mankind. _____

Speaking task – Famous American quotes
“One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”, said by Neil Armstrong as he stepped
onto the moon, is one the most famous American quotes of all time.
Look at the following list of famous Americans. What do you know about each person?
Abraham Lincoln 					

Elvis Presley

John F. Kennedy 					

Leonardo DiCaprio

Madonna 						Marilyn Monroe
Muhammad Ali 					

Steve Jobs

Who said what? Fill in each gap with a name from the list above. Use the glossary to help you.
1. “You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but
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you cannot fool all the people all the time.” ______________________________
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Worksheet 4

USA: Man on the moon
2. “The best thing about acting is that I get to lose myself in another character and actually
get paid for it. It’s a great outlet. As for myself, I’m not sure who I am. It seems that I change
every day.” ______________________________
3. “My fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for
your country.” ______________________________
4. “Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped by
dogma, which is living the result of other people’s thinking. Don’t let the noise of other
opinions drown your own inner voice. And most important, have the courage to follow
your heart and intuition, they somehow already know what you truly want to become.
Everything else is secondary.” ______________________________
5. “It’s better to be unhappy alone than unhappy with someone.”
______________________________
6. “I want to be like Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, and John Lennon ... but I want to stay
alive.” ______________________________
7. “I said I was ‘The Greatest’, I never said I was the smartest!” ______________________________
8. “You only pass through this life once; you don’t come back for an encore.”
______________________________

Glossary
dogma – a belief or set of beliefs that people are expected to accept without
asking questions about them
encore – a short performance given after the main performance because the
audience asks for more
fool – to fool someone is to trick them into making something seem true
intuition – an ability to know or understand something through your feelings rather
than by considering facts or evidence
outlet – a way of expressing strong feelings that you would normally not express
smart – a synonym for intelligent

Discuss which quotes you like the most and which you least like. Why?
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Do you know any famous quotes from important people in your country?
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Transcript

USA: Man on the moon

Amber:

Here we are Grandad, The National Air and Space Museum in
Washington DC!

Grandad:

Look Amber, there it is! The actual spacecraft from the first moon landing!

Amber:

Wow! It’s smaller than I thought it would be – it must have felt really small
for the astronauts who flew in there. Look, it has an audio guide we can
listen to – I’ll press the start button.

Audio guide:

You are looking at the command module from the Apollo 11 spacecraft
that Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin used when they became the first
people to land on the moon in 1969. After leaving orbit and nearly two
kilometres above the surface of the moon, the Lunar Module navigation
computer set off several unexpected program alarms. However, the
crew decided it was safe to continue with the landing.

Grandad:

Just imagine what it would have been like Amber, going where no
person has gone before and flying through space in that tiny ship.
Just imagine ...

Amber:

Imagine? I think I can do a bit better than just imagining ...
Oh, I wonder what the time is?

Audio guide:

After the descent, they finally touched down on the moon …

Buzz Aldrin:

Houston – Mission Control, all systems are operating as normal.

Houston:

Roger that, Buzz.

Neil Armstrong: Houston, the autopilot is working fine and under control. We have left
orbit and we are beginning the final descent towards the surface of
the moon.
Houston:

Roger that Neil and good luck. Houston out.

Buzz Aldrin:

Neil, can you pass me that ...

Buzz Aldrin:

Huh? Who are you?

Amber:

Oh hi! Yeah, I didn’t mean to scare you ... It’s OK, I’m not an alien! I’m a
... teenager! Erm ... I didn’t think this through, did I? Are we ... going to
land ... err, on the moon?

Track 2

Hi! I’m Amber, Amber Adams! Now keep this to yourself, but I’ve got
something amazing to show you! OK, it’s a watch, but it’s not just any
old watch – listen to what happens when I touch it! I can use it to travel
through time to anywhere I want to go! So, what do you reckon? Are
you ready to come on an adventure?

Track 1

Amber:

Neil Armstrong: Houston, err ... We have a problem ... There seems to be a ...
teenage girl ...

CA
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Please repeat Eagle 1, I’m not sure we heard you correctly, did you say
... girl?
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Transcript

USA: Man on the moon
Buzz Aldrin:

Neil, wait a moment. They’ll never believe that someone’s just magically
appeared on the ship. We should figure out what’s going on first.

Neil Armstrong: Ah, Houston, no, actually it’s fine. Nothing to worry about. We’re …
We’re fine.
Amber:

What’s that?

Neil Armstrong: Something to worry about.
Buzz Aldrin:

It’s the autopilot alarm! Our flight path has changed. We are now
flying towards a giant pile of rocks!

Houston:

Buzz, Neil, what’s going on? We’re getting an alarm from the autopilot?

Neil Armstrong: Roger that, Houston. I’m turning the autopilot off. I’ll land the
lunar module myself!
Houston:

Roger that, Neil.

Robot:

Fuel is running out. 40 seconds of fuel left.

Buzz Aldrin:

We’re using too much fuel! You’re going to have to bring us in to land
quickly, Neil!

Neil Armstrong: Changing to manual control.
Robot:

30 seconds of fuel left.

Neil Armstrong: The thrusters aren’t working properly! I can’t control us!
Amber:

Hang on a minute, I can fix that!

Buzz Aldrin:

Don’t touch anything!

Amber:

Seriously, you can trust me, I’ve studied this. I read about it on the internet.

Neil Armstrong: The what?
Amber:

Oh, that hasn’t been invented yet has it?

Robot:

20 seconds of fuel left.

Amber:

Look, it’s quite simple really, fixing my smartphone is harder than this. You
just need to ... and then ...

Robot:

10 seconds of fuel left.

Amber:

And finally ... There!

Neil Armstrong: I’ve got control back!
Buzz Aldrin:

Those rocks are coming up really quickly, Neil!

Neil Armstrong: Nearly there, just a bit ... further …
Robot:

Zero seconds of fuel left.

Neil Armstrong: Houston, we have touchdown.
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What’s your name?
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Transcript

USA: Man on the moon
Amber:

Amber.

Buzz Aldrin:

How did you get in here? You nearly killed us!

Neil Armstrong: But then she did save our lives ...
Buzz Aldrin:

I can’t decide if I should hit you or hug you. No one is going to believe
this when we get home.

Amber:

According to the internet, quite a few people don’t believe you even
landed on the moon!

Buzz Aldrin:

What is this internet thing you keep talking about?

Neil Armstrong: Look Buzz! We’re here. All those years of hard work and training. We’ve
travelled for hundreds of thousands of miles and we finally made it.
Buzz Aldrin:

Yep. We did it ... And you should put your spacesuit on Neil, as you’re
now going to become the first person to moonwalk!

Neil Armstrong: OK! Just a few more small steps and I’ll be the first man on the moon!
Amber:

It’s only a small step for you Neil, but it’s a giant leap for mankind.

Amber:

That’s OK, I’m going to go now. I’m sorry I nearly killed you. Have a good
time on the moon!

Audio guide:

After the descent, they finally touched down on the moon and Neil
Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon. As he took his first
step, he spoke the historic words: “One small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind.” People have often wondered when Neil wrote those
words, or even if the words were written for him before the mission
began, but he claims that they came to him in a moment of inspiration
in the minutes just before he first walked on the moon.

Amber:

Oh no! Oh dear ... Oh well.
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Neil Armstrong: Yes. Yes it is. You’re right Amber. A giant leap for mankind.

