Level 2 Intermediate

Digging for dinos
1 QUICK QUIZ
Test your knowledge of dinos (dinosaurs).
1.

How many millions of years ago did dinosaurs die out? a) 65 b) 35 c) 8

2.

How many types of dinosaur were there? a) 30 b) 100 c) 700

3.

Label these three dinosaurs: stegosaurus, tyrannosaurus rex, triceratops.

a) _______________________

b) _______________________

c) _______________________

2 WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Match the words from the article with the definitions. The paragraph number will also help you find the
correct word.

weighed
park ranger

brain

plates

dominated

shiny

iron

down under

sticks

displays

species
shaking

flood

fossils lizard

footprint

skeletons

Paragraph 1
1.
making lots of quick movements				
_________________
2.
remains of a plant or animal from a long time ago		
_________________
Paragraph 2
3.
stays fixed like glue
_________________
4.
something with a bright surface				
_________________
5.
a heavy metal that also exists in our bodies
_________________
Paragraph 3
6.
type of animal or plant					
_________________		
7.
was the most important					_________________
8.
a problem when there is too much rain			
_________________
Paragraph 4
9.
flat pieces of bone that protect the body of some animals
_________________
10.
the organ inside your head that allows you to think and feel
_________________
11.
how heavy something was					_________________
Paragraph 6
12.
a mark in the ground made by a human or animal foot
_________________
13.
someone who works in a park to protect it			
_________________
Paragraph 7
14.
nickname for Australia					_________________
15.
human or animal bones 					
_________________
16.
exhibits, objects on show
_________________
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Paragraph 8
17.
small, green reptile					_________________

Level 21 Intermediate
Elementary

Digging for dinos
DIGGING FOR DINOS

by Mary-Lou Gray
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Dinos down under
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3 FIND THE INFORMATION
a) Fact file
Complete this website fact file, by adding the numbers below. Add two more facts from the article
(with or without numbers) that you think are interesting. Can you find someone with the same facts
as you?

0.8

700

30

7.6

150

65

FACT FILE
Best eight facts about dinosaurs!
•

The last dinosaur died about _______ million years before people lived.

•

Dinosaurs existed for around _______ million years.

•

The troodon was very fast. It could run _____ kilometers an hour.

•

There were more than _____ kinds of dinosaurs.

•

Some dinosaurs were tiny. The microraptor was only ______ metres high.

•

The tyrannosaurus rex fossil ‘Sue’ cost $ _______ million dollars!

•

____________________________________________________________

•

____________________________________________________________

Level 2 Intermediate

Digging for dinos

b) Complete these sentences, using the superlative. Then check the article. Who says each
sentence: Donny [D], Carmen [C], Toby [T] or Anna [A]?
Do you agree with sentences 1 and 5? Why (not)? Talk to a classmate.
1. Dinosaurs were the ____________________ (successful) species ever – much more successful than people. [ ]
2. The stegosaurus was one of the ____________________ (big) dinosaurs. [ ]
3. Phytosaurs were the ____________________ (early) dinosaurs. [

]

4. Dinosaur Valley Park has some of the ____________________ (good) dinosaur tracks in the world. [

]

5. Science is one of the ____________________ (important) subjects you can learn. [    ]

4 TEEN TALK
Cool. Read paragraph 6. Write the name of the person who said …

It’s cool to know
they once lived here.
Cool means interesting or amazing.
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Read the facts in 3a about dinosaurs again. Which is the coolest thing about dinosaurs in your
opinion? Can you find someone who agrees with you?

5 WRITE AN EMAIL
You visited one of the museums yesterday. Write an email to one of your friends.

Level 2 Intermediate

Digging for dinos

Hi _____________,
How are you? Yesterday I went to an awesome dinosaur museum. ________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________.
The coolest thing about dinosaurs is that _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.
My favourite dinosaur is the ___________________________ because _______________
_________________________________________________________________________.
CU soon.

6 WEBQUEST
Alone or in small groups, choose a museum about dinosaurs. Look on the Internet and find out.
What exhibits can you see there? What activities can you do? What can you buy in the shop? Make
a brochure. Present it to your class.
•

The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History: https://naturalhistory.si.edu

•

Natural History Museum: www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/dino-directory/index.html

•

The Dinosaur Museum: www.thedinosaurmuseum.com

Dinosaurs for Kids: www.kidsdinos.com

•

BBC Walking With Dinosaurs: www.bbc.co.uk/nature/prehistoric

© Macmillan Publishers Ltd 2009
SPOT ON NEWS LESSON / Digging for dinos / Intermediate

•P

•

CA HO
N T
O
FR BE C
O DO O
M W P
W N IA
EB LO B
SI A L
TE DE E
D •

Other interesting sites:

7 DINO FACTS
In groups of three, find out about these three dinosaurs. Don’t look at the other cards! Ask the other
students questions and make notes. When you have all the information, discuss: Which was the
longest / earliest / most recent / coolest dinosaur?
Student A
QUESTIONS

Apatosaurus

Tyrannosaurus rex

Velociraptor

How big was it?

_______ metres long

12 metres long

1.8 metres long

What did it eat?

plants and stones

________________

meat

When did it live?

about 157-146 million
years ago

85-65 million years ago about ________ million
years ago

What was the coolest
thing about it?

Its ______________
was on the top of its
head.

It had tiny arms.

Level 2 Intermediate

Digging for dinos

It moved so fast, it
could kill bigger
dinosaurs.

Compare the size! A car is about 4.5 metres long and a school bus is about 12 metres long.
Student B
QUESTIONS

Apatosaurus

Tyrannosaurus rex

Velociraptor

How big was it?

21 metres long

_______ metres long

1.8 metres long

What did it eat?

plants and stones

meat

________________

When did it live?

about _____________
million years ago

85-65 million years ago about 85-80 million
years ago

What was the coolest
thing about it?

Its nose was on the top It had tiny ________.
of its head.

It moved so fast, it
could kill bigger
dinosaurs.

Compare the size! A car is about 4.5 metres long and a school bus is about 12 metres long.
Student C
QUESTIONS

Apatosaurus

Tyrannosaurus rex

Velociraptor

How big was it?

21 metres long

12 metres long

________ metres long

What did it eat?

________________

meat

meat

When did it live?

about 157-146 million
years ago

_______ million years
ago.

about 85-80 million
years ago

What was the coolest
thing about it?

Its nose was on the top It had tiny arms.
of its head.

It moved so ________,
it could kill bigger
dinosaurs.
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Compare the size! A car is about 4.5 metres long and a school bus is about 12 metres long.

KEY
1
1.
2.
3.

a
c
a) tyrannosaurus rex, b) triceratops, c) stegosaurus

2
1. shaking
2. fossils
3. sticks
4. shiny
5. iron
6. species
7. dominated
8. flood              9. plates              10. brain              11. weighed             12. footprint
  13. park ranger           
14. down under
15. skeletons
16. displays
17. lizard

Level 2 Intermediate

Digging for dinos

3
a)
•
•
•
•
•
•

The last dinosaur died about 65 million years before people lived.
Dinosaurs existed for around 150 million years.
The troodon was very fast. It could run 30 kilometres an hour.
There were more than 700 kinds of dinosaurs.
Some dinosaurs were tiny. The microraptor was only 0.8 metres high.
The tyrannosaurus rex fossil, ‘Sue’ cost $ 7.6 million dollars!

b)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Dinosaurs were the most successful species ever. [Donny]
The stegosaurus was one of the biggest dinosaurs. [Carmen]
Phytosaurs were the earliest dinosaurs. [Donny]
Dinosaur Valley Park has some of the best dinosaur tracks in the world. [Toby]
Science is one of the most important subjects you can learn. [Anna]

4
Toby
7
Complete information:

QUESTIONS

Apatosaurus

Tyrannosaurus rex

Velociraptor

How big was it?

21 metres long

12 metres long

1.8 metres long

What did it eat?

plants and stones

meat

meat

When did it live?

about 157-146 million
years ago

85-65 million years ago about 85-80 million
years ago

What was the coolest
thing about it?

Its nose was on the top It had tiny arms.
of its head.
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It moved so fast it
could kill bigger
dinosaurs.

