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1 Which animals do you think can survive in the Sahara desert?
Make a list. Then read the text and see if you guessed correctly.

2 Read the text again and match the sentences with the
animals in the box.

1 They have feathers to protect them from the hot sun. 

2 They are cold-blooded.

3 They hide under rocks and in the sand during the day.

4 They do not need to drink. 

3 Which animals live in your country? How have they adapted to their environment? 

gazelles birds reptiles small mammals

birds

OccupationsI DD Y KO U N WO ?

Animal life in the Sahara desert
Look at this picture of camels in the Sahara. It is almost impossible to imagine that life can exist
there. But many mammals, reptiles, and over 300 species of birds survive.
Mammals
There are many species of mammals in the Sahara desert.
Mammals must keep the same body temperature at all times. If they get too hot, they breathe
very fast but they lose a lot of water when they do this. This is a problem in the desert, so
mammals try to stay cool. Small mammals hide under the sand or under rocks during the day to
avoid the hot sun. 
Most desert mammals only eat grass and plants, but this gives them all the liquid they need. In
fact, gazelles do not need to drink at all.
Birds
Birds, of course, have a great advantage. They can fly long distances to find food and water. Their
feathers protect them from the heat of the sun. Most desert birds live on insects, but some also
eat seeds and small mammals.
Reptiles
Reptiles survive very well in the desert. In fact, there are nearly 100 species of reptiles in the
Sahara. Reptiles have very thick skin and lose water from their bodies very slowly. This is a big
advantage in the desert. They are also cold-blooded, so their body temperature goes up and down
with the temperature outside. However, reptiles do not like to be too hot, so they move from one
shaded area to another. The largest reptile in the Sahara is the desert monitor lizard which can be
1.6m long.

1 Read the text quickly and answer this question.

How can a radio help to prevent AIDS in Africa?

a It helps to cure the disease.

b It helps to educate people about the disease.

c It helps to spread electricity.

2 Find the numbers to complete these sentences.

1 How many people in Africa were infected with HIV?

2 How many people in Africa were dead because of AIDS? 

3 How long does the radio play after you wind it for 20 seconds?

4 When was Bayliss’s idea shown on television? 

3 Can you think of any other important inventions that have helped other people?
What would like to invent?

Trevor Bayliss and the wind-up radio
Trevor Bayliss invented  the wind-up radio. He first thought of it
when he was watching a television programme about children
dying of AIDS in Africa. The figures were shocking: 11 million
Africans were already dead because of AIDS, and 22 million were
infected with the HIV virus. Bayliss knew that the most
important way to stop AIDS from increasing was education. And
he knew that the best way to educate large numbers of people in
Africa was by radio. But many parts of Africa do not have
electricity, and batteries are very expensive. So Bayliss began to
think about alternatives. His idea was very simple: a wind-up
radio. When you wind up the radio, you wind up a spring. When
the spring is released, energy is also slowly released. If you wind
the spring for 20 seconds, the radio will play for 40 minutes.

At first, no-one was interested in the wind-up radio, but then Bayliss’s idea was shown on
television in the UK in 1994. Soon after that, finance expert Christopher Staines and entrepreneur
Rory Stear established a company called BayGen Power Industries in Cape Town, South Africa. The
company employed disabled workers to manufacture the Freeplay® wind-up radio.

About 30,000 radios are produced every month and
many are bought by humanitarian organizations such
as the International Red Cross. They are distributed
where they are needed. People in Africa can now listen
to their radio and educate themselves and their
families about AIDS. They can find out how to prevent
it, and what medicines they can get.
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