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| wish | hadn't listened to my parents.

| wish | had studied something different. fg\?w
| wish | had studied more. = _

| wish | had had an older brother or sister. T- MY
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| wish | had never started smoking. 9{‘1 R
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| wish | had never tasted chocolate. \

| wish | had gone out last night.
| wish | hadn’t gone out last night.

| wish | hadn't eaten so much last night.

| wish | had been born in another era.
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| wish | had been born in a different country.
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| wish | had started studying English earlier.
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| wish | had done my homework yesterday.
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Teacher’'s Notes
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| Life would have been different  worsheet @

ACTIVITY
Whole class: speaking

AIM
To talk about things you wish you had or hadn’t done.

GRAMMAR AND FUNCTIONS

Expressing regret about the past

Wish + past perfect

Third conditional to talk about imaginary situations in the past
and to describe their results

May have, might have or could have in third conditional
clauses if the result is not certain

VOCABULARY

Life events

PREPARATION

Make one copy of the worksheet for each student in the class.

TIME
15 to 20 minutes

: PROCEDURE

. 1 Give one copy of the worksheet to each student in the

class.

2 Ask the students to read the list of wishes and to choose

three that are true for themselves.

3 When they have done that, ask them to stand up and go

round the class looking for people who have chosen one
of the same wishes as them. When they find someone who
has chosen one of the same wishes, they should ask and
answer questions to find out why they chose it. For
example:
Student A: Why do you wish you'd listened to your
Darents?
Student B: They told me not to smoke and now I wish
I didn’t smoke because it’s so expensive. What
about you?
Student A: They told me not to dye my hair, but I did
and now it’s in really bad condition.

4 When all the students have spoken to several different

partners about their wishes, ask them to sit down in
groups of three to five for the next part of the activity.

5 Ask the students to report back to their group on what

they found out during the activity. Encourage them to use
the third conditional for this part of the activity. For
example:
Silvia said that if she’'d listened to her parents, she
wouldn't have started smoking. Jean-Marie said that
if he'd listened to his parents, he wouldn’t have dyed
his hair.
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